
 

 T-1

ELK RAPIDS TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
                   
Chapter 1 TITLE, PURPOSE AND DEFINITIONS 
Section  1.01  Title 

1.02 Purpose    
1.03 Definitions    

 
Chapter 2 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Section    2.01   Alteration on Dwellings    
     2.02   Grade Levels        

2.03 Basement Dwellings Prohibited     
2.04 Mobile Homes and House Trailers    
2.05 Temporary Dwellings       
2.06 Accessory Structures       
2.07 Storage of Vehicles and Equipment      
2.08 Essential Services  
2.09 Highway Intersection Setbacks     
2.10 Animals in Zoned Areas 
2.11 Restrictions Applicable to Property Abutting Lakes, Rivers or Streams 
2.12 Home Occupations      
2.13 Private Waterfront Access     
2.14 Scenic Vista     
2.15 General Lot & Yard Requirements 
2.16 Water Supply and Sewage Disposal 
2.17 Grading  
2.18 Lot Creation, Land Divisions & Condominium Development 
2.19 Private Roads 

 2.20   Conflict of Interest 
 2.21   Open Space Development 
 
Chapter 3   SIGNS 
Section   3.01  Authorized Signs (W/O Permit) 

3.02 Seasonal or Temporary Signs (W/O Permit) 
3.03 Authorized Signs W/Permit) 
3.04 Permit Procedure 
3.05 General Regulations Relating to Signs and Billboards 
3.06 Continuation of Nonconformities 

 
Chapter 4   NONCONFORMING LOTS, USES OF LAND, STRUCTURES AND PREMISES 
Section   4.01   Purpose and Intent  
  4.02   Nonconforming Structures 
  4.03 Nonconforming Lots  

4.04 Nonconforming Uses 
4.05 General Conditions 



 

 T-2

 
Chapter 5 DISTRICTS 
Section 5.01   Zones   

5.02 Boundaries of Zones Map   
5.03 Erection, Alteration and Use of Building 

 
Chapter 6 “A” - AGRICULTURAL ZONE 
Section   6.01   Permitted Uses    

6.02   Height, Area and Yard Restrictions 
6.03   Conformance 
6.04 General Provisions   

 
Chapter 7 “R-l” - RESIDENTIAL - ONE-FAMILY ZONE 
Section  7.01   Permitted Uses    

7.02   Height, Area and Yard Restrictions of Platted Lots 
7.03   Height, Area and Yard Restrictions of Unplatted Lots  
7.04   Bed & Breakfast Establishments (Special Exception) 
7.05 General Provisions 
7.06 Group Retreat Center (Special Exception) 

 
Chapter 8 “R-2” - RESIDENTIAL - ONE-FAMILY AND TWO-FAMILY ZONE 
Section   8.01   Permitted Uses     
 8.02   Further Permitted Uses     
 8.03   Single-Family Dwelling Unit - Height, Yard, and Area Restriction of                    
  Platted Lots 
 8.04 Two-Family Dwelling Unit- Height, Yard, and Area Restriction of  
  Platted Lots 
 8.05 Single-Family Dwelling Unit- Height, Yard, and Area Restrictions  
  for Unplatted Lots 
 8.06 Two-Family Dwelling Unit -Height, Yard, and Area Restrictions for                       
  Unplatted Lots 
 8.07 General Provisions  

 
Chapter 9     “R-3” - MULTIPLE FAMILY APARTMENT ZONE 
Section  9.01   Permitted Uses   

9.02 Use Regulations 
9.03 General Provisions       

 
Chapter 10 “E” - ENVIRONMENTAL ZONE 
Section   10.01  Purpose 

10.02 Permitted Uses 
10.03 Height, Area and Yard Restrictions     
10.04 Shoreland Protection Zone 
10.05 General Requirements 
10.06 General Provisions  

 
Chapter 11 “C” - COMMERCIAL ZONE 



 

 T-3

Section   11.01 Description and Purpose 
11.02 Permitted Uses  
11.03 Required Conditions 
11.04 Height, Area, and Yard Restrictions 
11.05 Uses Permitted by Special Use Permit (Special Exception) 
11.06 General Provisions  

 
Chapter 12 “M” - MANUFACTURING ZONE 
Section   12.01  Permitted Uses  

12.02 Offensive and Hazardous Emissions  
12.03 Use Regulations  
12.04  Uses Permitted by Special Use Permit (Special Exception) to    
 Commercial Zone 
12.05 General Provisions 

 
Chapter 13 “P-D” - PLANNED DEVELOPMENT ZONE 
Section   13.01  Description and Purpose   
 13.02 Use Regulations and Procedure 

13.03  Time Limit on Construction, Reversion & Rezoning to Former    
 Classification 

 13.04  General Provisions 
 
Chapter 14 OFFSTREET PARKING AND LOADING 
Section   14.01  Requirements for Parking Areas         
 14.02  Parking Area Defined    
 14.03  Residential Off-street Parking    
 14.04  Non-Residential Parking    
 14.05  Required Off-street Loading and Unloading Space    
 14.06  Non-Resident Parking Chart  

14.07  Parking Waiver 
 
Chapter 15  WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOWERS AND ATENNAS 
Section 15.01  Intent & Purpose 

15.02  Definitions 
15.03  Applicability 
15.04  General Requirements 
15.05  Permitted Uses 
15.06  Special Use Permits 
15.07  Buildings or Other Equipment Storage 

                      15.08  Removal of Abandoned Antennas and Towers 
                15.09  Nonconforming Uses 

15.10  Severability 
 
Chapter 16  SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESSES 
Section         16.01  Purpose  
 16.02  Findings and Rationale 
 16.03 Definitions 



 

 T-4

16.04 Permit  Required 
16.05  Planning Commission Review and Hearing  
16.06 Issuance or Non-Issuance of Special Exception Use Permit 
16.07 Location of Sexually Oriented Businesses  
16.08 Additional Regulations for Adult Motels 
16.09 Additional Regulations for Nude Model Studios 
16.10 Additional Requirements for a Sexually Oriented Business with Live 
 Entertainment 
16.11 Regulations Pertaining to Exhibition of Sexually Explicit Films, Videos or Live 
 Entertainment in Viewing Rooms 
16.12 Sexually Explicit Performance Prohibited 
16.13 Exterior Portions of Sexually Oriented Business 
16.14  Prohibition Against Children in a Sexually Oriented Business   
16.15   Hours of Operation 
16.16   Notices 
16.17   Administrative Liability 
16.18   Severability and Captions 

 
Chapter 17 SITE PLAN REVIEW 
Section   17.01  Description and Purposes 
  17.02  Scope 
 17.03  Optional Sketch Plan Review 
 17.04  Application Procedure 
 17.05  Action on Application & Plans 
 17.06  Criteria for Review 
 17.07  Conformity to Approved Site Plan 
 17.08  Performance Guarantee Required 
 17.09  Appeals of Final Site Plan 
 17.10  Land Clearing 

17.11  Amendments to Approved Site Plans 
 
Chapter 18 ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
Section   18.01  Members, Appointment, Tenure, Per Diem Expenses and Removal     
 18.02  Officers     
 18.03 Rules of Procedure  
 18.04 Jurisdiction     
 18.05 Powers of the Zoning Board of Appeals    
 18.06 Variances     
 18.07 Conditions of Approval     
 18.08 Time Limitations on Variances 
 18.09 Appeal Procedure     
 18.10 Decisions of the Zoning Board of Appeals 
 18.11 Stay of Proceedings     
 
Chapter 19 ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
Section    19.01 Zoning Permit Required      
 19.02 Administrative Officials     



 

 T-5

 19.03 Permits     
 19.04  Occupancy     
 19.05 Enforcement 
 19.06 Amendments     
 19.07 Special Exceptions     
 19.08 Fees and Escrow Deposits 

19.09 Violations and Penalty 
19.10 Validity 


